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Nec vero he fine forte data, fine judice fedes. 
VIRG, 


[2 URNING over the laft volume of Lord 
Bolinbroke’s works a few days ago, I could 
Me not help fmiling at his extraordinary man- 





f@@ ner of commenting on fome parts of the 
~ Scriptures. Among the reft he reprefents 
Mofes as making beafts accountable to the community for 
crimes as well as men: whence his lordfhip infers, that 
the Jewith Legiflator fuppofed them capable of diftin- 
guifhing between right and wrong, and acting as moral 
agents. The oddity of this remark led me to refled, 
that if fuch an opinion fhould prevail in any country, 
what whimfical laws would be enacted, and how ridi- 
culous they would appear whea put in execution: as if 
Aa the 
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1 We the horfe that carried the highwayman fhould be ar- 
i / raigned for taking a purfe, or a dog indicted for feloni- 
\\ oufly ftealing a fhoulder of mutton. Such a country would 
nyt feem to go upon the fame principles, and to entertain the 
fame notions of juftice, as the puritannical old woman 
that hanged her cat for killing mice on the fabbath-day. 


Tuese refie€tions were continued afterwards in my 
fleep; when methought that fuch proceedings were com- 
mon in our own courts of judicature. I imagined my- 
felf in a fpacious hall like the Old Bailey, where they 
were preparing to try feveral animals, who had been guilty 
| i of offences againft the laws of the land. The walls I 

| obferved were hung al! round with bulls-hides, fheep- 
fkins, foxes tails, and the fpoils of other brute malefac- 
tors; and over the juftice-feat, where the Kzng’s-Arms 
are commonly placed, there was fixed a large ftag’s head, 
which overfhadowed the magiftrate with it’s branching 
\! } horns. I took particular notice that the galleries were 
HH very much crouded with ladies; which I could not tell 
how to account for, ’till I found it was expected that a 
Goat would be that day tried for a rape. 





Tue feffions foon opened ; and the firft prifoner that was 

} brought to the bar was a Hog, who was profecuted at the 
| fuit of the Jews on an indictment for burglary, in break- 
vay ing into their fynagogue. As it was apprehended that re- 
ligion might be affected by this caufe, and as the profecu- 
| tion appeared to be malicious, though the fact was plainly 
| |i proved againft him, the Hog, to the great joy of all true 
H | chriftians was allowed benefit of clergy. 





An indiétment was next brought againft a Cat for killing 
a favourite Canary-bird. This offender belonged to an old 
woman, 
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woman, who was believed by the neighbourhood to bea 
witch. The jury therefore were unanimous in their opi- 
nion, that fhe was the devil in that fhape, and brought her 
in guilty. Upon which the judge formally pronounced 
fentence upon her, which I remember concluded with 
thefe words: “ you muft be carried to the place of exe- 
“* cution, where you are to be hanged by the neck nine 
times, ’till you are dead, dead, dead, dead, dead, dead, 
“* dead, dead, dead; and the fidlers have mercy upon 
** your guts,” 


A Parrot was next tried for Scandalum Magnatum. He 
was accufed by the Chief magiftrate of the city, and the 
whole court of Aldermen, for defaming them as they paffed 
along the ftreet on a public feftival, by finging “‘ Room for 
** cuckolds, here comes a great company; room for cuck- 
“< olds here comes my Lord Mayor.” This PaRRoT wasa 
very old offender, much addicted to fcurrility, and had been 
feveral times convicted of prophane curfing and fwearing. 
He had even the impudence to abufe the whole court by 
calling the Jury rogues and rafcals, and frequently interrupted 
my Lord Judge in fumming up the evidence by crying out, 
Old Bitch. The court however were pleafed to fhew mercy 
to him upon the petition of his miftrefs, a ftritt methoditt, 
who gave bail for his good behaviour, and delivered him to 


Mr. Whitefield, who undertook to make a thorough convert 
of him. 


AFTER this a Fox was indicted for robbing an hen-rooft. 
Many farmers appeared againft him, who depofed that he 
was a very notorious thief, and had long been the terror of 
ducks, geefe, turkies and all other poultry. He had infefted 
the country long time and had often been purfued, but they 
could never take him before. As the Evidence was very 
full 
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full againft him, the jury readily brought him in guilty ; 
and the judge was proceeding to condemn him, when the 
fly villain watering his brufh flirted it in the Face of the jai- 
lor, and made off. Upon this a country *fquire who was 
prefent, hollowed out /lole away, and a hue and cry was im- 
mediately fent after him. 


Wuen the uproar which this occafioned was over, a 
Mitcu-Ass was brought to the bar, and tried for contume- 
lioufly braying, as fhe ftood at the door of a fick lady of 
quality. It appeared that this lady was terribly afflicted with 
the vapours, and could not bear the leaft noife; had the 
knocker always tyed up, and ftraw laid in the ftreet. Not- 
withftanding which this audacious creature ufed every 
morning to give her foul language, which broke her reft, 
and flung her into hyfterics. For this repeated abufe the 
criminal was fentenced tothe pillory, and ordered to lofe 
her ears. 


An information was next laid againft a Shepherd’s Doc 
upon the Game-Acr for poaching. He was accufed_ of 
killing an hare without being properly qualified. But the 
plaintiff thought it advifeable to quafh the indictment, as 
the owner of the dog had a vote to fell at the next election. 


THERE now came on a very important caufe, in which 
fix of the moft eminent council learned in the law were 
retained on each fide. A Mownxey, belonging toa lady 
of the firft rank and fafhion, was indicted, for that he with 
malice prepenfe did commit wilful murder on the body of 
a lap-dog. The council for the profecutor fet forth, that 
the unfortunate deceafed came on a vifit with another lady ; 
when the Prifoner at the bar, without the leaft provocation, 
and contrary to the laws of hofpitality, perpetrated this in- 
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human fact. The council for the prifoner being called upon 
to make the Monxey’s defence, pleaded his privilege, and 
infifted on his being tried by his peers. This plea was ad- 
mitted without demurr, and a jury of beaux was immediately 
impannelled, who without going out of court honourably 
acquitted him. 


THE proceedings were here interrupted by a Hounp, 
who came jumping into the Hall, and running to the Juf- 
tice-Seat lifted up his leg againft the Judge’s robe. For this 
contemptuous behaviour he was directly ordered into cuftody, 
when to our great furprize he caft his fkin, and became an 
Osrricu ; and prefently after fhed his feathers, and terri- 
fied us inthe figure of a Bear. Then he was a Lion, 
then an Horse, then again a BABoon ; and after many o- 
other amazing transformations leaped out an HARLEQUIN, 
and before they could take hold of him fkipped away to Co- 
vent-Garden theatre. 


Ir would be tedious to recount the particulars of feveral 
other trials. A fportfman brought an action againft a Racr- 
Horse for running on the wrong fide of the poft, by which 
he loft the P/ate and many confiderable betts. For this the 
criminal was fentenced to be burnt in the forehand, and to 
be whipt at the Cart’s tail. A Mare would have undergone 
the fame punifhment for throwing her rider in a Stag-hunt, 
but efcaped by pleading her belly ; upon whicha jury of 
grooms was impannelled, who brought her in quick. The 
company of Docs and Monkeys together with the Dan- 
cinG Bears, who were taken up on the License-Acr, 
and indiéted for Strollers, were tranfported for life. 


Tue laft trial was for high treafon. A Lion, who had 
been long confined as a State-prifoner in the Tower, having 
Bb broke 
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broke goal, had appeared in open rebellion, and commit- 
ted feveral acts of violence on his Ma yest y’s liege-fubjects. 
As this was a noble animal, and a prince of the blood in his 
own native country, he was condemned to be beheaded. It 
came into my thoughts, that this Lion’s Heap might vie 
with that famous one formerly erected at Button’s for the 
fervice of the GuaRDIAN: I was accordingly going to peti- 
tion for leave to fet it up in Mackkn’s new Coffee-houfe ; 
when methought the Lion, fetting up a moft horrible roar, 
broke his chains and put the whole court to flight ; and I 
awaked in the utmoft confternation, juft as I imagined he 
had got me in his gripe. 


WwW 
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